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IN THE CLAIMS: 

The text of all pending claims, (including withdrawn claims) is set forth below. Cancelled 
and not entered claims are indicated with claim number and status only. The claims as listed 
below show added text with underlining and deleted text with str i k e through . The status of each 
claim is indicated with one of (original), (currently amended), (cancelled), (withdrawn), (new), 
(previously presented), or (not entered). 

Please CANCEL claims 3-11, 14, 16, 18, and 20 and AMEND claims 12, 13, 15 and 17 
in accordance with the following: 

Claims 1-11 (canceled) 

12. (currently amended) A method for identifying hierarchically structured objects m-a 
d i stribut e d h ie rarch i ca l syst e m in which obj e ots ar e characterized with-bv identifiers, bb4 
cont e xts manag e each object having an environment in which it is known, said method 
comprising: 

modeling the environment of each object by a context of t he identifiers of the objects 
within the environment , comprising: where the identifiers of the objects within each environment 
are obligatory unigue, but are allowed to be non-unique relative to other objects within different 
environments, and 

storing the context[[s[]] of each environment to form a plurality of indirection stag e s, w i th 
a ll nam e s and identifi e rs for a ll contain e d objects b e ing known and un i qu e w i thin a cont e xt 
levels . 

13. (currently amended) The method as claimed in claim 12, further comprisingf-stefm§ 
if a container ebieete -obiect t hat contains other objects exists , and h ie rarchica ll y structur e d 
storing the context s of the other objects i nformat i on for e ach w ith the container object. 

14. (canceled) 

15. (currently amended) The method as claimed in claim 13, further comprising[[:]] 
storing , when the container object contains other container objects, the contexts in a lowest 
possible container object conta i n i ng th e obj e cts, l oca l obj e ct i d e nt i f i cat i ons to id e nt i fy th e obj e cts 
us i ng a cha i n of ob je ct i d e nt i ficat i ons among the hierarchically structured objects . 
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16. (canceled) 

17. (currently amended) The method as claimed in claim 12, further comprising[[:]] 
storing connections between the objects afe-in the form of monikers. 

18. (canceled) 

19. (previously presented) The method as claimed in claim 12, wherein the contexts are 
provided for managing the identifiers of the objects for object operations including at least one of 
moving, copying and renaming, without global, central management functions being provided. 

20. (canceled) 
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